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IN SENATE 
OF 


THE UNITED STATES. 


——— 


December 6, 1816. 


axe 


The following written Message was received 
{rom the President of the.United States, by Mr. 
Todd, his Secretary : 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States. 


The 9th section of the act, passed at the last 
session of Congress, “to authorize the payment 
for property fact captured, or destroyed by the 
enemy, while in the military service of the United 
States, and for other purposes,” having received a 
construction civing tolita scope of oreat and un- 
certain extent, | thought it proper that proceed- 
ings relative to clans under that part of the act 
onld be suspended, until Congress should have 
an opportunity of defining. more precisely, the 
cases contemplated PY, them. With that view, I 
now recommend the subject to their consider ation. 
They will have an opportunity, at the same time, 

of considering how far other provisions of the act 
may be rendered more clear and precise in their 
import. 
JAMES MADISON. 
December 6th, 1816. 
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